
 
 
 
Chairman’s Opener 
 
 

Greetings to all TBS members;  I hope you are doing well and enjoying a bit more freedom to travel 
around. 
 
Our last Newsletter, in April, announced the plans for a huge model railway exhibition (called “Making 
Tracks”) in Chester Cathedral during July and August which will feature the work of Thomas Brassey. We 
now have more details to share with you, as well as a proposition for a social gathering of TBS members. 
 
Meanwhile, will those of you who live in and around Chester please consider volunteering for a shift on 
our stand during the exhibition at the cathedral. It’s a wonderful opportunity for us to spread the word 
about Thomas Brassey and, hopefully, to recruit more new members.  I will leave it to Peter to give a fuller 
explanation and I hope that in August TBS members might meet in person for the first time since the  
Society was formed! 
 
Stephen Langtree MBE 
Chairman TBS 
 

Making Tracks 
 
We are at last in a position to talk about this great event  
coming up in July.   
 
First of all click on the link below and see the scope of the 
74ft model railway which will run the length of the Nave in 
Chester Cathedral.  The scale is mammoth and Pete  
Waterman and his team are to be congratulated for the  
commitment they have put in to achieve this great layout. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1OXWBMNZn8 

 
The design is based on Thomas Brassey’s West Coast main line and incorporates a number of key features. 
The display will be open from 10 am each day, bar Sundays, 17th July until 3rd September. 
 

Members’ Summer Outing and Lunch 
 

Thanks to the efforts of our Vice Chairman, Richard Coackley CBE we are proposing 
to have a summer outing in Chester at the Cathedral including a three course lunch in 
the magnificent Chapter House.   This was after much discussion on location and pay-
ment process with the events team.   
 
The room is within the body of the cathedral, a beautiful, ancient, large, monastic 
“space” which can easily accommodate our members and partners.  This will be a far 
better option than trying to have our lunch with the general public in the refectory. 

 

We have been able to agree Saturday 28th August with the Cathedral for the 

lunch. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1OXWBMNZn8


Members Summer Outing and Lunch (continued) 
 
The Cathedral requires prepayment and advance warning of lunch orders . This should be done on the morning 
of our event. Members should order and pay for their meals and refreshments at the cathedral refectory on 
their arrival, between 10:00 and 11:00, (allowing for allergy and intolerances discussion). Members would then  
arrive at the Chapter House at 12.15 pm and will be seated at round tables (6 to a table), socially distanced 
with waiter service delivering their orders with confirming receipts.  A layout plan of the Cathedral is shown 
overleaf. 
 
This room should be excellent for welcoming our members in an intimate environment enabling any talks/
notices/guided tour arrangements for the Erasmus Chapel to be given out. Please note there is no hearing loop.   
 
Menus will be provided in the next couple of weeks for us to distribute well in advance to those members and 
partners wishing to come. 
 
Might I suggest that members travelling any distance should bite the bullet and make a weekend of it —
assuming regulations haven’t changed. 
  

Important - If you would like to come please let us know as soon as possible.  
We need numbers for the Cathedral staff to get some idea of  

table numbers and seating.  Email petergillianbolt1@btinternet.com  
 

 

Society Stand 
 
We will be having a stand adjacent to the railway,  manned by committee members and members alike on a 
rota basis.  The flyers prepared specially for this event are in print at the moment and we will be talking to visi-
tors about Brassey and looking for new members.   
 
Committee member, John Whittingham, has already spoken to a number of Chester based 
members regarding volunteering and had an excellent response. However, we need  to be able 
to provide two people to man the stand each day.  I would like to open up this request to other 
members outside the Chester area and ask interested parties to get in touch with John directly 
by Email: whittingham50@hotmail.com or by phone 01244 312010.  We are just wanting an 
expression of interest at this time but clearly we need people to help us run the stand for the 
duration of the exhibition so please look at your diaries and see when you can help. 
 

Saint Erasmus Chapel 
 
You will also get the opportunity to have a look at the restorations that have taken place in the Erasmus Chapel 
as described in the December Newsletter.  There is a bust of Brassey and the mosaic on the east wall designed 
by J R Clayton was installed as a memorial to Thomas and his wife in 1879, paid for by Thomas’s three sons. 
 

Lastly 
 
Recently joined society member, Dr Clare Dudman, has written a play about Thomas Brassey and this is to be  
performed at the Chester Heritage Festival on 24th June at 7.30 pm.  As both the Producer and Director she has 
worked with a number of actors and I am sure we would all be interested to see this. I am pleased to advise 
that the performance is being videoed and can be picked up on the Chester Heritage Festival website. More 
details to follow.  Apparently registration is not a requirement. 
 
Clare – welcome to the Thomas Brassey Society.  In addition I would like to welcome new members Frank 
Whitfield and David Laird.  We hope to meet up with all of you at some point soon. 
 
       With best wishes to all of you 

        Peter Bolt 

        Secretary 
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