Recognising the achievements of “The World’s
greatest railway builder in the 19th Century”

THE THOMAS BRASSEY SOCIETY
Thomas Brassey deserves to be as well known as many of his
Victorian contemporaries. By the time of his death in 1870 he
had constructed one third of the railways in this country and 1 in
20 miles of the railway network throughout the world.

Celebrating Brassey’s bi-centenary in 2005

Brassey has always had his admirers and there are several
biographies about his life and work. In 2005, the bicentenary of
his birth near Chester, various events were organised both
locally and nationally which led to an ad hoc group of
enthusiasts who called themselves the Thomas Brassey
Society. An early aspiration of this group was to erect a statue of
Brassey at Chester railway station (which he built in 1847/48).

To bring this story up to date, we now have an officially constituted membership organisation with a
small committee and over 100 members. Most are in the Chester and Wirral area but some live elsewhere in the UK and we even have a member in Australia! The Society has always had support from
some members of the Brassey family and, happily, this is now a growing contingent.
The commissioning of a statue at Chester Station remains a key objective of the Society and as a
precursor, we have installed an information panel outside
the station to coincide with the 150th anniversary of
Brassey’s death. In due course we hope to celebrate his
work in other parts of the country, not least in Birkenhead to
recognise the importance of Brassey’s ‘Canada Works’.
Meanwhile, the Society will organise lectures, exhibitions
and visits to places of interest such as the heritage railways
that now operate on lines originally built by Brassey.
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THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS IN WHICH YOU CAN BECOME INVOLVED AND
SUPPORT OUR AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:
1) BECOME A MEMBER OF THE THOMAS BRASSEY SOCIETY
(SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR THE APPLICATION FORM)
2) MAKE A DONATION TOWARDS THE PROPOSED STATUE AT CHESTER STATION
(DETAILS OF HOW TO DO THIS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE)
3) CONTRIBUTE TO OUR RESEARCH (AGAIN, SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS).

Website: www.thomasbrasseysociety.org

