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Annual Report 2020

A message from our Patron

Dear Society Members,

What a year it has turned out to be. My involvement
with the Chester Cathedral seemed to be going so
well with the oMaking Tracks©o
until Covid struck and all that came to a standstill.
However, it is planned to get the team together and open the project to the
public in July 2021 helping to promote Thomas Brassey and other railway
achievements throughout the years.

Reading through this annual report | must congratulate the committee
for achieving so much in what must have been very difficult circum-
stances. As and when things improve [ hope to visit Chester once again
and meet up with some of you.

Best wishes to you all.

Pete Waterman

Chairmands Report

A year ago we were planning our Inaugural Meeting and collecting money for the
celebratory lunch which followed. Thank goodness we then had three or four months
in which to organise ourselves, establish a committee and meet face to face in a
small room at Chester station. Little did we know then what lay ahead and how we
woul d need to adapt in order to keep o

My assessment, in this overview of our first year, is to claim that we have done very
well under the circumstances.

We are delighted that Pete Waterman has become our
Patron. We have a steadily growing membership, a strong
and enthusiastic committee and an increasingly attractive
website. My thanks and appreciation goes to everyone who
has helped us reach this stage.

We all look forward to the time when we can meet again
socially and arrange outings to places associated with
Thomas Brassey. In the meantime, our project to mark the
150th anniversary of his death, on 8th December 1870, is

S5 nearing completion.
Inaugural meeting, Queen Hotel, November 2019 /continued over




With thanks to Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWaC), Network Rail and Transport for Wales,
an attractive information panel is about to be installed near the entrance to Chester station. Funding
came partly from our own supporters, partly from individual members of Chester Civic Trust,

(some of whom are now TBS members), and partly from the Tyrer Charitable Trust. We are very
grateful to you all.

As far as the proposed statue is concerned, we
our Inaugural Meeting. We still have to raise the other half but, undaunted, we will soon engage the
services of an o6art curatoro6é who wil!/l hel p us t

sculptor. This process is in hand as you read this report.

So, all in all, I hope you will accept this as reasonably good progress and continue to support the
Thomas Brassey Society as we move forward in pursuit of our ambitions.

Stephen Langtree MBE
Chairman TBS

Introduction

Foll owing the inaugur al meeting in November 201
just before Christmas which resulted in a formal committee being agreed and officers of the society
elected.

Chairman Stephen Langtree
Vice Chairman Richard Coackley
Secretary Peter Bolt
Treasurer David Bebb

Other committee members include Peter Cocker as Minutes Secretary, David Hooley as Member-
ship Secretary, Catherine Mechan looking after Research and Alan Percy was to investigate Fund-
raising (since retired due to work commitments). Since then we have been joined by John
Whittingham (a great Brassey enthusiast and Chester Green Badge Guide).

A Society Bank Account was set up with the Nat West Bank in Chester. Coincidentally, this was the
ol d Dixon and Wardell 6s Bank buil ding where Br:l
The monies including membership subscriptions

corn funddbé were duly transferred.

We moved our meeting venue from the Queen Hotel to a small room across the road within the
Chester station. For this we must thank the Station Manager. Exploratory meetings were held with
Network Rail and Cheshire West & Chester (CWaC) concerning the interpretation panel and a
Brassey Statue. We managed to have about three meetings before the Covid lockdown was thrust
upon us and we looked at having virtual meetings by Zoom. Six of our committee members had the
technology to use Zoom with the others keeping in touch by email. We would like to thank our Vice
Chairman for hosting these virtual meetings - at least we were able to move the agenda forward in
pursuit of our aims.

Articles about Brassey have appeared in two Railway magazines thanks to member, David Allan.
These support one of our main aims:

6the aim of the society should be to pr
Thomas Brassey by way of education, talKks, I




Interpretation Panel

Our thanks go to Steve and Catherine as lead officers for driving this forward. It has been a difficult

time for everyone due to the Covid restrictions. However they have persevered and we are

delighted to advise that, with thanks to CWaC, (and particularly Jane Hebblewhite), Imagemakers,
Network Rail and Transport for Wales, an attractive interpretation panel is about to be installed near

the entrance to Chester station in time forthe 150" anni ver sary of Brasseyos
We are now able to give you the first showing of the panel, see below.

Builder in the World

Thomas Brassey constructed Brassey was born in 1805 in the parish As a result, he was admired and respected
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We think that the panel contents give a good oV
feel sure that station users will find it of interest and hopefully want to know more.

The homepage of our new website can be accessed from the panel by way of the QR code for those
with smart phones.

Website

http://www.thomasbrasseysociety.org

We were lucky that there was no other domain using Thomas Brassey so we were able to adopt
AThomas Brassey Societyo for our proposed websi

Following a request in an early newsletter, member Phil Pearn agreed to undertake the duties of
Webmaster for which we are very grateful. From the early beginnings working with Phil we have
gradually improved the site to something which is informative and attractive although there is still
work to be done.




Chester Cathedral

With this year beingthe 150"anni ver sary of Brasseyo6s death th
do a |l ecture in June at the cathedral which wol

Pete Waterman.

(Peter Alan Waterman, OBE, is an English record producer, songwriter, radio and
club DJ, TV Presenter and keen railway enthusiast.)

He had agreed to build a large model railway in the South Transept
c al Mekahg Tdacks T Tr ai ns t hr o u ghichwohléruna g e s 6
throughout July and August as a major attraction.

(The AMaking Trackso event i s comme
death of Thomas Brassey and the subsequent refurbishment of the
Erasmus chapel by the Brassey family).

At one of our meetings we took the opportunity of asking him about
becoming our society Patron.

We were delighted to be infor med by

ARPete would be delighted to be

Thomas Brassey Societyo .

Unfortunately, due to the Covid situation it was necessary to cancel the talk and the model railway
event. Hopefully, both of these will now take place in summer 2021.

Membership

At the time of writing we have nearly doubled our membership, from 32 at the end of 2019 to 59
fully paid up Society members at the end of September 2020. Included in the total are several
members of the Brassey family and one member supporting us from Australia.

The membership is generally comprised of people domiciled in the North West, but we also have
a good spread of members around the country. We obviously need to continue increasing our
membership and would also ask current members to enlist others to join our cause.

Please encourage anyone that you know who may have an interest in
Victorian Engineering and undoubtedly the foremost railway contractor in
the world, to join our ranks to celebrate the life and achievements of
Thomas Brassey.

Current members can also help greatly by renewing their subscriptions promptly, using BACS
transfer and sending renewal forms (either by email or post) to the membership secretary.

Thanks to all our dedicated committee members for their hard work over the past few months
which have been difficult for all of us.




